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The National Building Museum, a private, nonprofit edu-

cational institution, was created by Congress in 1980 to celebrate

American achievements in architecture, urban planning, con-

struction, engineering, and design. It presents exhibitions and

education programs, collects artifacts of the building process,

and publishes books and a quarterly journal. The National Build-

ing Museum’s concert programs, both the Lunchtime Series,

which is held on Thursday afternoons once a month, and the

Concerts in Partnership Series, which are held on weekends

throughout the concert season, provide a venue for musical

events featured in the magnificent Great Hall.

The Great Hall is the dramatic centerpiece for the National

Building Museum’s historic home. It measures 316 feet by 116

feet and 159 feet at its highest point. Site of fifteen presidential

inaugural balls since the time of Grover Cleveland in 1885, the

Great Hall features 75-foot-high Corinthian columns, among the

world’s tallest interior columns. They are made of brick and cov-

ered with plaster and a faux marble finish.



Dr. Stanley Engebretson

Artistic Director Dr. Stanley

Engebretson brings a wealth of

conducting experience to the

podium as he leads the chorus in

its 27th season of performing

beloved classics, as well as new

works by contemporary compos-

ers. He has conducted throughout

the United States and in Europe,

most notably in the Cathedral of

St. Mark in Venice, Italy, and in

conducting workshops in Trier,

Germany, and St. Moritz, Switzer-

land. He has studied with great

masters of choral music including

Robert Shaw, Gregg Smith, Rich-

ard Westenburg, Roger Wagner,

and Eric Ericson, Conductor

Emeritus of the world-renowned

Swedish Radio Choir in Stock-

holm, Sweden.

A native of North Dakota, Enge-

bretson grew up in a musical envi-

ronment, receiving his early

training in the Scandinavian choral

tradition. After taking undergradu-

ate and Master's degrees in Piano

and Voice, he received his Doctor

of Musical Arts degree in Con-

ducting from Stanford University,

and has held faculty positions

within the University of Texas sys-

tem and at the University of Min-

nesota. In addition, he was the

Artistic Director of the Midland-

Odessa Symphony Chorus and was

the Associate Conductor of the

Minnesota Chorale.

In Washington since 1990,

Engebretson is the Director of

Choral Studies at George Mason

University and is the Director of

Music at the historic New York

Avenue Presbyterian Church. In

addition to these commitments,

Engebretson remains active in

other professional areas, including

appearances with the Smithsonian

Institution, where in 2002 he will

lecture at the Carmel Bach Festi-

val, the Newport Music Festival,

and the Spoleto-USA Festival of

the Arts.

Meet the Conductor
About the Artists

Soprano Myra D. Merritt, born in Washington, D.C., is a graduate

of The Peabody Conservatory of Music and The Catholic University of

America. Ms. Merritt has appeared at the Metropolitan Opera in roles

including Musetta in La Boheme, Antonia in The Tales of Hoffmann and

Bess in Porgy and Bess. She has been featured on several of the “Live

from the Met” televised broadcasts, including the Metropolitan Opera’s

Centennial celebration as well as Carmen and L’Italiana in Algeri. With

the Houston Grand Opera, Ms. Merritt performed Musetta in La Boheme
and Clara and Lily in Porgy and Bess in the company’s production on

Broadway. She is heard on the Grammy Award winning RCA CD of that

production.

In the summer of 2001, she appeared in her first Cavalleria Rusti-
cana as Santuzza in Severino, Italy. Prior European engagements include

appearances with the Bregenz Music Festival, the National Opera of Fin-

land, The State Opera in Budapest, Theatre des Westens of Berlin and

the Vienna Symphony Orchestra in the Musikverein.

Among her awards are grants from the Ohio Arts Council, the

National Opera Institute and Sullivan Foundation and the D.C. Commis-

sion of the Arts and Humanities. In addition, Ms. Merritt is included in

the Metropolitan Opera Encyclopedia; Famous African Americans

Encyclopedia and most recently in a reference book for teachers entitled

Educator’s Sourcebook of African American Heritage published in 2000

by Prentice Hall.

Ms. Merritt is currently a Professor of Voice at the College of Musi-

cal Arts of Bowling Green State University in Ohio.
Mezzo-soprano Patricia Miller is a graduate of Boston University,

The New England Conservatory, and, as a Fulbright Scholar, received

her Artist’s Diploma in Performance from the Accademia di Santa

Cecilia in Rome, Italy.

Miss Miller has performed with leading opera companies and orchestras

in the United States, Europe, Canada, South America, Australia and

Japan. Her vocal artistry is described as “captivating” (San Francisco
Chronicle), “opulent” (Suddeutsche Zeitung/Germany), “powerful and

moving” (Le Monde, Paris), and “rich and beautiful” (Opera/London).

In a 1999 performance at Lisner Auditorium, The Washington Post
described Miss Miller’s voice as creamy, expressive, and ideal for the

Brahms Alto Rhapsody.

Highlights from Miss Miller’s expanding career include perfor-

mances in the title role of Carmen with the New York City Opera, per-

formances of the lead role in Rossini’s L’Italiana in Algeri, concert

performances of Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis and Dvorak’s Requiem at

Carnegie Hall, world tour performances with Lorin Maazel and the Pitts-

burgh Symphony, televised performances in the title role of Porgy &
Bess with the Lyon (France) Symphony Orchestra, and concerts and

recitals at the French Embassy, the National Cathedral, the National

Building Museum, the Library of Congress, and, most recently, the

Smithsonian Institution, where she has presented a series of lecture-per-

formances on Italian bel canto opera. Miss Miller is Artist-in-Residence

and Professor of Music at George Mason University, where she serves as

Director of Vocal Studies.

Dennis Edelbrock is the founder and executive director of the

National Trumpet Competition, the world’s largest. He has been a mem-

ber of the U.S. Army Band since 1975, and is the principal trumpet with

the Washington Chamber Symphony, a founding member of the Wash-

ington Bach Consort and a frequent performer with the Kennedy Center

Orchestra and the National Symphony. Dr. Edelbrock has been an

adjunct professor of trumpet at George Mason University since 1990,

where he has received the university’s award for Teaching Excellence.

This is the sixth collaboration for Masterworks Chorus with the National

Trumpet Competition, presenting the great repertoire for chorus with

brass, organ, and orchestra.

Jeff Davidson has been teaching in Montgomery County for 20

years, where, since 1984, he has served as Music Department Chairman

at Walt Whitman High School in Bethesda, Maryland. Under his direc-

tion, the choirs have consistently earned superior ratings at District,

State, and National festivals. In 1999, the Concert Choir was the only

group out of 27 high school ensembles to earn a perfect 100 points at

MusicFest '99 in Orlando, Florida.

Mr. Davidson holds a Bachelor of Music Education degree from

Wittenberg University and a Master of Music degree in Choral Conduct-

ing from Temple University. Mr. Davidson has conducted the Montgom-

ery County Youth Chorus, the Baltimore County High School Honors

Chorus, and has adjudicated choral festivals in a number of regional

school systems. He has led the Montgomery County Summer School for

the Performing Arts and has been a guest lecturer in Choral Techniques

at The Catholic University of America.

As a specialist in choral repertoire for high school voices, Davidson

has presented sessions for his colleagues for the Maryland Music Educa-

tors Association, which awarded him the “Secondary School Choral

Educator of the Year” award in January, 1996. Mr. Davidson is an active

member of the American Choral Directors Association, the Music Edu-

cators National Conference, and the Phi Mu Alpha Professional Music

Fraternity.



Walt Whitman High School Concert Choir
Jeffrey Davidson, Conductor
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Ryan Rogers
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Schneider*

Michelle Scofield*

Elizabeth Sczudlo
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Guillermo Silva
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Kristin Skrabut
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Diana Stern

Jessica Stoll
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Sarah Talkovsky
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Rebecca
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*Chamber Singers

Dr. Dennis Edelbrock,

Executive Director

Dr. John Winkler,

NTC Judges Chair,

West Virginia University

Jeremy Martin,

NTC Staff Arranger

Dr. Ed Bach, University of N.

Carolina-Greensboro

Stephen Bottom, University of

 Missouri

Terry Sawchuk, University of

Colorado-Boulder

Dr. Karl Sievers, University of

Oklahoma

Dr. James South, Southwestern

Oklahoma St. University

Dr. Michael Tunnell, University

of Louisville

Ramon Vasquez, University of

Minnesota-Duluth

Chad Winkler, Duquesne

University

Barry Hern, Gus Mitchell,

Henry Smith, Trombones
Jack R. Tilbury, Tuba
Joel Woodson, Nathan Lassell,

Percussion
TheodoreM.Guerrant,Organ

The National Trumpet Competition
Artist Faculty
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